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Wanted Old Tyme Photographer
The City of Barrie is hosting its 
4th Nine Mile Portage Heritage 
Festival. To increase interest in 
the festival and the history of the 
Nine Mile Portage, they are inter-
ested in having an Olde Tyme 
Photo set-up at Fort Willow on 
September 19. Is there anyone 
in Ontario who can still provide 
this service? Contact Amanda 
Dyke at ADyke@barrie.ca or her 
mailing address at P.O. Box 400, 

Barrie ON, L4M 4T5, Tel: 705-
739-4220 ext. 4593

Information Wanted
Laurel Bishop is looking for infor-
mation on Toronto portrait photog-
rapher John Kennedy working 
1899 to 1925. He first located at 
101 King St. West then moved to 
93 Bloor St. West. Kennedy was 
President of the Photographic 
Association of Canada in 1913-
1914. Highly regarded, he photo-

graphed classical ballet dancers of 
the time. Laurel has a number of 
studio portraits of her mother and 
her friends  – all classical ballet 
dancers during the early twentieth 
century and pupils of Miss Amy 
Sternberg, one of the first dance 
teachers in Toronto. Laurel is loan-
ing the portraits to Dance Canadian 
Danse, to scan the pictures to their 
archives. Contact: bishop.laurel@
gmail.com

by Irwin Reichstein

In the March and May, 1997 
issues, Photographic Canadiana 
published my two-part article on 
the career of James Inglis who 
began in St. Catharines, then had 
a major studio in Montreal from 
1860-1884. Inglis went on to 
Rochester where he was an 
important figure in the early dry 
plate and photographic paper 
manufacturing business. He  
ended his career in Chicago where 
he died in 1904 as a result of an 
explosion while producing flash 
powder in his basement.

Since the article was pub-
lished I’ve continued to research 
this extraordinary Canadian per-
sonality. While the broad outlines 
of his life have remained the 
same, the level of detail has very 
much improved. I am happy to 
say that after 10 years the origi-
nal article stands up pretty well. 
One error was my statement that 
the Chicago period was “rela-
tively tranquil.” I now know that 
“tranquility” and James Inglis 
never went together.  Also, at the 
time, I had not fully worked out 
his family connections.  In the 
interim I have established direct 
contact with descendants of 
James and his brother John. This 
has opened a wonderful corre-
spondence and allowed a com-
plete genealogy to be developed 
as well as an understanding of 
the family’s pioneer life in the 
Bruce peninsula.

At this point doing a book is 
the next step. I would like to have 
everyone’s assistance by receiv-
ing scans of any Inglis photo-
graphs. In particular any dated 
and “interesting” images would 
be most useful to refine my chro-
nology of Inglis’ images. As an 
example, I recently acquired two 
cdv’s as illustrated. The first from 
ebay is a lovely winter scene 
which bears Inglis’ most elabo-
rate verso imprint  A second, a 
more typical vignette, was found 
by Bob Lansdale at Brimfield.

I can be reached by e-mail at: 
reichstein@scs.carleton.ca

On the Trail of James Inglis
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PHOTOHISTORY XIV
October 16-18, 2009

The 14th Triennial Symposium will 
be held in Rochester at the George 
Eastman House, International 
Museum of Photography. With 
world-wide attendance, it is held 
ONCE every three years so should 
not be missed. Friday: Registration; 
Saturday: Symposium lectures; 
Saturday evening: Banquet; 
Sunday: Trade Show. 585-288-
6359 or jbloem@Rochester.rr.com. 
Reserve rooms NOW at Double 
Tree Hotel, Rochester, N.Y.

For Sale
Early Photography in Kingston 
(biographies of 60 photographers) 
by Jennifer McKendry. Available at 
$15 plus $3 for shipping. For cop-
ies contact: J. McKendry, 1 Baiden 
St., Kingston, ON, K7M 2J7
Wanted
Cash paid for collections, liquida-
tions and estates containing cam-
eras, lenses, photographs, docu-
ments, books, negatives etc. 
Courteous service and references. 
Please call Tom for no obligation 
evaluation 416-888-5828.
Wanted
Ed James is looking for Russian 
F.E.D. and Zorki 35mm type camer-
as, NO Zenits!   Contact: Ed James, 
P.O. Box 69, Elkhorn, Manitoba, 
R0M 0N0, Tel: 204-845-2630. 
Buying or Consignment
Vintage cameras wanted by expe-
rienced ebay seller. Professionally 
presented with pictures and 
description. Contact at 905-994-
0515 or douglas@dugwerks.com
Wanted
Bicycle & Motorcycle 
photography – all 
related items. Contact 
Lorne Shields, P.O. 
Box 87588, 300 John 
St. P.O., Thornhill, 
ON., L3T 7R3, lorne-
shields@rogers.com.
Wanted
John Young (ex-Young’s Camera) 
needs ground glass, 6.5x8.5” and 
5x7” and  tripod for a Thornton 
Pickard view camera: 416 244-
1292 johnpyoung@rogers.com

Moved to New Location
The Archives of Ontario closed its 
77 Grenville St. location and has 
re-opened on the York University 
Keele Street campus. Phone num-
bers and email addresses remain 
the same. The specific address is 
134 Ian Macdonald Blvd,  Toronto, 
M7A 2C5. Best Google for a cam-
pus map to check for easiest park-
ing locations.

For Sale
CD ROM of Biographical Index 
of Dagerreotypists in Canada 
1839-1871 by Graham Garrett is 
now available. It is the ideal 
resource for this earliest photo 
process in Canada. Available 
thru Archived Books at www.
archivedbooks.ca/acdbcanada.
html OR www.se-photo.com.

Our Nov./Dec.1997 issue of 
Photographic Canadiana issued 
an appeal for members to look-
out for a mysterious Gordon 
camera. A report in the short-
lived Art and Photography journal 
of June 1913 commented:

“Edmond F. Stratton of New 
York City has invented a camera 
that takes and completes pic-
tures ready to see in two min-
utes… The camera is being 
manufactured by the Gordon 
Camera Company of New York… 
upon receipt of $2.50 (and 90 
cents additional to cover express 
charges, sensitive cards and 
developing powders) they will 
send you a regular $5 Model ‘A’ 
Gordon Camera… The camera 

itself is 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 x 9 inches 
and weighs 2 pounds 4 ounc-
es… The Gordon Company will 
ship to you from their Canadian 
factory, which is near Toronto.” 
This last statement makes it an 
enticing project to pursue. 

Since McKeown’s offers 
no information and I’ve been 
unable to trace out any data, it 
could have been a hoax.  But at 
our Spring Fair I came across a 
package of “Sensitized Positive 
Cards” for use in the Gordon 
camera. My hope springs to life 
again that someone may yet 
find data or an original Gordon 
camera ca 1913.  

                       –R.L.

SEARCHING FOR THE GORDON CAMERA
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PhotoHistory        XIV      October 16-18, 2009

Presented by

THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY

at George Eastman House, International Museum of Photography and Film

Rochester, New York

Advance Registration Form

Symposium or Trade Show Dealer Attendees
Indicate name as it should appear on badge.

First Name Last Name
1)

2)

3)

Mailing Address:

Street Address or P.O. Box ______________________________________________________

City __________________________________ State (or Province) _______________________

Zip (Postal) Code _______________________ Country ________________________________

Telephone (_____)_____________________   e-mail address ___________________________

*Groups of 10 or more may qualify for a discount.

Please contact Marian Early at (585) 232-3380 or e-mail PhotohistoryXIV@frontiernet.net for information.

Options Cost
Per Person

Number
Attending

Amount

Symposium Registration                                               
(Includes reception, symposium, lunch and trade show
general admission)

$95.00 $

Student Registration (with school ID)
(Includes reception, symposium, lunch and trade show
general admission)

$50.00

School Name

$

Banquet
Sit down buffet at Double tree Hotel $32.00 $

Trade Show Tables (see terms on page 2)
  1.  Early Saver Rate (payment received by 9/18/09)
  2.  Regular Rate (payment received after 9/18/09))

$80.00
$95.00

$
$

Trade Show Early Admission
  1.  With Advance Registration
  2.  Payment at Door

$35.00
$40.00

$
$

Please make checks payable to: The Photographic Historical Society, Inc.

(U.S. funds only, please!)                                                                                    TOTAL $

Send payment to: The Photographic Historical Society: PhotoHistory XIV
P.O. Box 10342
Rochester, N Y 14610

Highly commended – the event not to be missed•	
Happening but once every three years•	
Bringing together top international photo-historians•	
Hear… see… and meet… the very best•	

It’s time again for the The 
Photographic Historical 
Society’s triennial sympo-
sium! Join this world-wide 
gathering at the George 
Eastman House, in Rochester, 
N.Y. October 16-18, 2009.

Friday, October 16 – 
Registration and Reception, 
7PM to 10PM, Double Tree 
Hotel Rochester (hotel HQ).

Saturday, October 17 – 
Symposium 8AM to 5.30PM 
George Eastman House 
(Dryden Theatre entrance). 
Banquet 7PM at Hotel.

Sunday, October 18 – 
Photographica Trade Show & 
Sale 9AM to 4PM at Hotel.

Speakers: Terry Bennett, 
Robert Bogdan, Jerome 
Broad, Andrew Davidhazy, 
Rolf Fricke, Todd Gustavson, 
Matthew Isenburg, Steven 
Joseph, William Kraus, 
George Layne, Nancy Martin, 
Les Newcomer, Barret Oliver, 
Linda Ries, Steven Sasson, 
Robert Shanebrook, Lorne 
Shields, Rachel Stuhlman, 
Sarah J. Weatherwax

Full brochure available at: 
www.tphs.org

Reserve accomodation 
early at Double Tree Hotel at 
www.doubletree.com.

Dealer information con-
tact: Tim@Pixel-Wave.com
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Coming Events

June 26 to November 27, 2009
Internationally acclaimed portrait 
photographer Al Gilbert c.m. has 
photographed many influential 
people of our time. A Glimpse at 
Greatness – The Portraiture of Al 
Gilbert will be showcased at the 
Beth Tzedec Congregation, 1700 
Bathurst St. Toronto. 

Daguerreian Symposium 
Date and Hotel Changes

The Daguerreian Annual Sym-
posium has changed its dates to 
Nov. 12–15, 2009 with accom-
modations at The Crowne Plaza 
Philadelphia Main Line Hotel, 4100 
Presidential Blvd., Philadelphia, 
PA, 19131. Reservation details to 
be announced. Featured exhibit 
will be Catching a Shadow: Da-

guerreotypes in Philadelphia, 1839-
1860 held at the Library Company 
of Philadelphia with examples by 
Robert Cornelius, Marcus Root and 
the Langenheim brothers. For latest 
Society and Symposium informa-
tion contact their web site at: www.
daguerre.org/

For Sale
Arkay Dual Dri Pro model 150 
drum dryer for Black and White 
prints, $75.00 or best offer. Con-
tact E. Jones at 416 368-9567

Information Wanted
Gems and cartes de visite tintypes 
in Canada – I am seeking history 
and examples of this early process 
in Canada for an article and for my 
website www.tiny.cc/tintypes. 
Contact historian Marcel Safier, in 
Brisbane, Australia via e-mail at 
msafier@ozemail.com.au
Seeking Photo Paper and Film
Sarah Wooldridge appeals on 

behalf of SKETCH, a community 
run arts initiative for donations 
of B&W darkroom materials 
–photo papers, processing 
chemicals, roll film and 35mm 
sleeves. SKETCH hopes to 
expand its darkroom program 
for students who don’t have 
resources to continue projects 
year round. Contact via photog-
raphy.sketch@gmail.com. P.O. 
Box 63, Station B, 119 Spadina 
Ave., Toronto, M5T 2T2.

For Sale
Boris Spremo offers limited-edition 
poster 30x24” of Toronto Sequi-
centennial 1834-1984 which bears 
one of his photos. A few left at $50 
each with personal autograph.
Contact borisspremo@rogers.com
For Sale
Quantity of ‘Victorian’ fam-
ily photo albums, some scenic 
glass lantern slides and two Beau 
Brownies. Tel: 416 691-1555 
lesjones@ca.inter.net

A Book Review…

Yousuf Karsh: Regarding Heroes

by Yousuf Karsh and David Travis
Published in 2009 by David R. Godine, P.O. Box 450, Jaffrey, NH 03452, 
Printed in Switzerland by Entreprise D’Arts Graphiques Jean Genoud SA,
Designed by Sara Eisenman, Hardcover, 192 pages, 119 B&W images,  
ISBN 978-1-56792-359-9, 978-1-56792-359-9 , $50.00 US

There has been a number of 
books published in the past cov-
ering the works and biography of 
Canada’s Yousuf Karsh. Can add-
ing another offer anything sub-
stantial? This collection of over 
100 Karsh portraits is a rehash of 
old images but the reproduction 
must be praised as exceptional 
with deep tones and blacks. I 
prefer this new printing over the 
original matte images in his 
Karsh Portfolio of 1967.

Credit for the book is given 
equally to David Travis who pro-
vided the introductory essay. Mr. 
Travis, a noted curator, has writ-
ten extensively about modernist 
photography. During a thirty-
five-year career at the Art 
Institute of Chicago he orga-
nized more than 150 exhibitions 
and published many of the stan-
dard texts in the field. His schol-
arship adds the magic to this 
book as he set Karsh’s rise to 
popularity amongst the many 
photographic influences and 
political changes that surround-
ed the photographer in his bus-
ness life. I found it somewhat 
trying to read through all of the 
information in the forty page text 
and notes – I was too eager to 
get to the portraits (pgs. 48–151). 

But I must admit that the read 
was well worth the time as here 
in one book I gained a compre-
hensive understanding of the life 
of Yousuf Karsh and the style of 
his photographs. 

Patricia Kouba provides 36 
pages of Biographical Profiles 
covering each of the subjects 
and organized in alphabetical 
order. Attached to the profiles 
are (in italics) Yousuf Karsh’s 
own recollections of the sub-
jects and events from notes 
scrupulously recorded shortly 
after each sitting. Great extra!

David R. Godine, Inc., is a 
small publishing house located in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Check 
out: www.godine.com      –RL


